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Introducti on 

This report analyzes the gang violence affecting some refugee communities in Cairo and the ways in 

which young peopleΩǎ conceptions of masculinity fuel the problem. We assess the potential for using the 

Cure Violence (CV) model for violence reduction and explore developing a prevention program based on 

transforming the masculine norms that support violence and gangs.  

The report begins by exploring the sources and drivers of gang conflict across Nuba Sudanese1 and South 

Sudanese neighborhood groups and crews and how revenge and retaliation lead to cycles of violence. 

First, we review the multiple types of violence that Sudanese and South Sudanese youth experience 

throughout their life and how these experiences lead to gang violence. In particular, we focus on how 

hypermasculine and patriarchal norms reproduce violence. The next section explains the CV model and 

assesses its applicability in Cairo. We also highlight ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΩ grassroots efforts to reduce 

violence and show how these efforts, while fragmented due to a lack of support, have had tangible 

positive effects. The community efforts demonstrate the need to combine external support and 

meaningful participation of communities in efforts to address these issues. We end with 

recommendations for how to implement the CV and masculinity ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ /ŀƛǊƻΩǎ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜ-hosting 

neighborhoods and other pathways to consider for violence prevention. 

Research Methods  
Our qualitative field research drew primarily on conversations with local people and interviews with key 

informants conducted between June and September 2019. We selected individuals based on their 

knowledge of or direct experience with gang violence and gang-affiliated youth in Cairo. The interviews 

followed a rough outline and went for about two to three hours, with questions changing over the 

course of our research as we learned more and dove deeper into the topics. These semi-structured 

interviews were complemented by ethnographic observation by co-author Paul Miranda, who spent 

many evenings άhanging ƻǳǘέ2 with our research assistants and their friends in their neighborhoods and 

attending community events. Paul speaks fluent Egyptian Arabic, has lived in Cairo for more than four 

years, and is familiar with the refugee context in Egypt, having worked as a caseworker and program 

manager with a refugee agency in Cairo. He is the same age as many of the young men whose views and 

experiences we were interested in. We reached our key informants through our Cairo networks using 

different entry points. Our refugee field researchers drew on people they knew in community-based 

 
1 While there are Darfurian youth involved in gangs in areas like Ain Shams, gang activity is primarily concentrated 
ŀƳƻƴƎ {ƻǳǘƘ {ǳŘŀƴŜǎŜ ŀƴŘ bǳōŀ {ǳŘŀƴŜǎŜ ȅƻǳǘƘΦ !ǎ ǎǳŎƘΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ά{ǳŘŀƴŜǎŜέ ǿŜ ƳŜŀƴ bǳōŀ 
Sudanese unless stated differently. According to 2016 UNHCR statistics, 25% of the registered Sudanese population 
in Cairo were Nuba, 20% were Fur, and the remaining 55% were divided among other Sudanese ethnicities, making 
the Nuba the largest Sudanese group in Cairo.  
2 See https://www.fmreview.org/return-reintegration/rodgers. 

https://www.fmreview.org/return-reintegration/rodgers
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organizations (CBOs), tribal associations, community schools, and churches to build out our list. Paul 

used his prior work network to contact community refugee groups and well-known refugee 

organizations in Cairo such as PSTIC,3 StARS,4 and the St. AndrewΩs United Church pastors. In March 

2019, we held a Refugees in Towns (RIT) workshop in Cairo on community violence with refugee service 

providers including international non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), as well as pastors from Sudanese and South Sudanese churches in 

Cairo. We also drew on the findings of an earlier RIT study on Hay el Ashr and Araba wa Nus.5  

In total, we interviewed 31 Sudanese and South Sudanese refugees in Central North Cairo, Nasr City, 

Maadi, and Barajil. We added three Eritrean informants to get some idea of how the presence of gangs 

affects another refugee nationality. We also interviewed six key informants from refugee service 

providers in Cairo (see Table 1). ¢ƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƴǘǎΩ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭƛǘȅΣ ǿŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘem by their 

role and neighborhood. We refer to community associations as άtribal associationsέ rather than by their 

identifying names. 

Table 1. Refugee interviewees n = 34 (32 interviews) 
Nationality  Male Female 
Sudanese 7 2 
South Sudanese 19 3 
Eritrean 3  

Key informants (individuals occupy multiple roles) 
Pastors 10 
CBO or tribal association leadership 11 
School directors and teachers 5 
Community activists6 4 
Former gang members 7 
Service provider caseworkers 3 

Neighborhoods 
Central North Cairo: Ain Shams, Helmeyet el Zeitoun, 
Ezbet el Nakhl, Abbassia 

18 

Nasr City: Hay el Ashr and Araba wa Nus 6 
Maadi 6 
Barajil 1 

 
Service provider key informants from these organizations: PSTIC, Save the Children, 
StARS, UNFPA7 

 
3 PSTIC is the Psycho-Social Services and Training Institute in Cairo. 
4 StARS is {ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ wŜŦǳƎŜŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ. 
5 See Miranda and Jacobsen, 2018. Available at: 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/599720dc59cc68c3683049bc/t/5c8f8e42f4e1fca54371a34f/155291196403
7/Tufts+Cairo+Program+Proposal. This 2018 research was based on 31 unstructured key informant interviews 
concentrated in Hay el Ashr and Araba wa Nus. 
6 Community activists are people who are trying to address challenges in their communities but do not occupy 
formal positions in CBOs, traditional tribal structures, churches, or schools. They often have day jobs with 
organizations in CairoτPSTIC, StARSτor as interpreters for UNHCR. They undertake their initiatives on their own, 
but often work alongside the churches, CBOs, schools, and tribal associations.  
7 UNFPA is United Nations Population Fund. 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/599720dc59cc68c3683049bc/t/5c8f8e42f4e1fca54371a34f/1552911964037/Tufts+Cairo+Program+Proposal
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/599720dc59cc68c3683049bc/t/5c8f8e42f4e1fca54371a34f/1552911964037/Tufts+Cairo+Program+Proposal
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Our field research team comprised four men: one of the authors (Paul, a white American), a Nuba-

Sudanese refugee and a Somali refugee who both live in Hay el Ashr, and a Nigerian-American masters 

student who lives in Tabba (adjacent to Hay el Ashr) and previously lived in South Sudan for three years. 

Our team did not include a woman, which was a serious limitation and error, as discussed below. 

Another omission was that most of our key informants were men but did not include any traditional 

tribal leaders or elders. There are women-led Sudanese and South Sudanese community groups in Cairo, 

one of which is particularly concerned with issues of domestic violence, but we failed to connect with 

them.  

Limitation of our Research: GƛǊƭǎΩ Experiences  

The lack of women on our team and our inability to connect with women-led refugee groups meant we 

could not fully explore how gangs affect the girls and young women growing up in these neighborhoods. 

Nor were we able to delve into the lives of girl gang members. However, our informants hinted at issues 

of gender-based violence (GBV) that are somewhat hidden to humanitarian agencies. Agency reports 

suggest that girls and young women face high levels of GBV both from their own communities and from 

local Egyptians.8 However, our interviewees usually referred to this issue ŀǎ άŜŀǊƭȅ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴŎiesέ among 

teenagers rather than GBV. ²ƘƛƭŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ άŜŀǊƭȅ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴŎƛŜǎέ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƛǊƭ ƎŀƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ Ƴŀƴȅ 

were not, suggesting that GBV is not simply a gang-related issue. Research in other contexts highlights 

how recurrent violence can harden masculinities and lead to further violence. It is possible that 

recurrent gang violence (in addition to other forms of violence affecting refugees) could contribute to 

high rates of GBV. These issues require further research, particularly if effective programming is to be 

developed. 

  

 

 

 
8 In 2019, organizations in Cairo noted a rise in the rate of reported GBV incidents, rape in particular, utilization of 
post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP) kits, and GBV case management services, especially among younger women and 
girls, most of whom were Sudanese, South Sudanese, and Somali. No perpetrator data exist as medical providers 
and organizations do not collect them, but the highest concentrations of survivors were located in the areas known 
to be most affected by the presence of gangs, the areas of our research focus. 

Ezbet el Nakhl neighborhood in Cairo. Image from Google maps 
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Gang Violence in Egypt ɭSources 

and Drivers  
Gang violence in Cairo is of two main types: street robbery and conflict between or within gangs or sub-

groups ƻŦ ƎŀƴƎǎ όάŎǊŜǿǎέύ. Our interviewees emphasized the interpersonal nature of the gang violence. 

²ƘƛƭŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ƻǊ ǘƻ άƎƻ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ΨŎƻƭƭŜŎǘΩ мл 

ǇƘƻƴŜǎέ ǘƻ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ άǘǊƛǾƛŀƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴƎŜǊΣ ƧŜŀƭƻǳǎȅΣ and rivalriesέ between 

members or groups that lead to outbursts of violence.9 Reasons include rivalry related to money, 

perceived slights and insults to honor or respect, lingering anger over past conflicts, territory disputes 

(e.g., ƎǊƻǳǇ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǊƛǾŀƭ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅύΣ ǊƻƳŀƴǘƛŎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƭƛƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ 

smaller crews resulting in conflict over leadership.  

 

Lƴ Iŀȅ Ŝƭ !ǎƘǊ ŀƴŘ !Ǌŀōŀ ǿŀ bǳǎΣ ǘǿƻ bǳōŀ ǘǊƛōŀƭ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άƻǳǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

ƘŜǊŜΣ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ǊŜǎƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǎŜǘ ƻŦŦ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ 

ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ мн ƻǊ мо ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΣ άThey get upset about something and create conflicts or disputes, 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜƴ ŘǊŀƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǊ ōƻȅǎ ǿƘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΦέ10 But once the community leaders get 

 
9 LƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘΣ !ōōŀǎǎƛŀΦ /ƭŜŀǊƭȅΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ άǘǊƛǾƛŀƭέ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ƎŀƴƎ ƭƛŦŜΦ 
But many of our interviewees often referred to the reasons underlying gang-related disputes and conflicts this way 
(tafeh/йТϝϦ).  
10 Some interviewees in Ain Shams and the adjoining Central North areas noted that the younger members are 
ƳƻǊŜ ǇǊƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΦ hƴŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ƎŀƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ½Ŝƛǘƻǳƴ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ άŘŜŜǇ ŘƻǿƴΣ L ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳΣ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
Ǝǳȅǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦέ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘŜƴǎƛƻƴǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΥ ά¢ƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǊ ƻƴŜǎΦέ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ƎŀƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ !ƛƴ {ƘŀƳǎ ǎŀƛŘ 

Araba wa Nus neighborhood in Cairo. Image from Google maps 
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ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ άǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƛƳǇƭŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ƎƛǊƭ ƻǊ 

soƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ώǎƳŀƭƭϐ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎΦέ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ƛŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ !ǎƘǊ ƛǎ ōŜŀǘŜƴΣ ŜǾŜƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇƘƻƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ !ǎƘǊ 

ƎǊƻǳǇ Ƴǳǎǘ ǊŜǘŀƭƛŀǘŜΦ aŀƴȅ ƛƴ !ƛƴ {ƘŀƳǎ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘǊŜƴŘǎΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ άǎǘŀǊǘ 

violence for very simple or trivial things and sometiƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΣέ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ 

serious violence that is not easy to resolve. While some members are against the use of violence, 

άothers ǎƻƭǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΣέ ŀƴŘ άOnce ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ōǊŜŀƪǎ ƻǳǘΣ ƛǘ ǎǇǊŜŀŘǎΦέ11 As a former 

gŀƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ IŜƭƳŜȅŜǘ Ŝƭ ½Ŝƛǘƻǳƴ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘΣ άWe never fought because we believed in something or 

ƘŀŘ ŀƴȅ ƎƻŀƭǎΣ ǿŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŘƛŘ ƛǘ ǘƻ Ǝŀƛƴ ǇƻǿŜǊΣ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƎŀƴƎǎΦέ12  

Territorial conflict is often a route to violence. For example, if youth from Zeitoun are spotted in Ain 

Shams for whatever reason, fights and violent conflict could break out. If gang-affiliated youth enter 

rival territory to rob, it  can lead 

to violence, especially if they 

rob another gang-affiliated 

individual, which means the 

harmed group must seek 

retaliation.13 If there is a 

wedding in Zeitoun, but 

someone from the Ain Shams 

group attends because his 

relatives live in Zeitoun, this is 

seen as a provocation and 

could lead to violence.14 If a 

family moves between different gang neighborhoods and the teenage children are gang affiliated and 

move with the family, this could lead to conflict.15 Previous histories of violence and lingering 

resentment overlap with territorial rivalry and are a source of conflict. For example, in Araba wa Nus, a 

few days before our interview with two local leaders, a gang member spotted a young man from Ashr 

with whom he previously had a dispute. The Araba wa Nus man gathered fellow members, and they 

severely beat the Ashr man.16 The two leaders noted that this type of violence was a common 

ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜΦ ! /.h ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƛƴ .ŀǊŀƧƛƭ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΣ ƛŦ άǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ Ǌǳƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ 

ǿƘƻ ǘƘŜȅ ǘƘƛƴƪ Ƙŀǎ ǿǊƻƴƎŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƪΣ ƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ 

 
there are sub-groups in Ain Shams made up of young teenagers who ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƻƴŜǎΣ ά¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ 
ǎƻ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ƪƛŘǎ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳƛǘ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎƻ ŜŀƎŜǊ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘΧ¢ƘŜǎŜ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ƪƛŘǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ 
ǎƭŜŜǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎŀǊǎΦέ 
11 Interview with a pastor/school director, Ain Shams. 
12 Beliefs related to masculinity and manhood, projecting power, demanding respect, and showing strength, for 
example, play a major role in fueling gang-related conflict and help explain why some young men get involved in 
the first place. We will return to this point in the section on masculinity. 
13 Interview with a pastor, Ain Shams. άLŦ aŀŀŘƛ ōƻȅǎ Ǝƻ ǘƻ !ƛƴ {ƘŀƳǎ ǘƻ ǊƻōΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !ƛƴ {ƘŀƳǎ ōƻȅǎ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƳΣ 
ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀǎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǳǘΦέ 
14 Interview with a pastor/school director, Ain Shams. 
15 Interview with a former gang member, Ain Shams. 
16 Interview with two Nuba tribal association chairpersons, Ashr. As they explained, the young man was resting at 
home for multiple days following the attack due to the severity of the beating. 

Ain Shams neighborhood in Cairo. Image from Google maps 
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ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ƘƛƳΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ kind of violence, she noted, does not require any orders 

from group leaders. 

Disputes also arise with parties or local music. A former Maadi gang member recalled how a rapper from 

a Maadi sub-group recorded songs that insulted another Maadi sub-group, who responded with their 

own songs, which led to violent confrontations. A rapper and former gang member in Ain Shams said he 

ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘŜƭƭǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŀǇǇŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ άǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎŀƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ƳǳǎƛŎΦέ LǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƴŜighborhood groups or sub-groups to hold large parties in rented locations or 

apartments. If different groups or sub-groups are present, fights can break out between members, 

ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƛŦ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀƴ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ƎƛǊƭŦǊƛŜƴŘΦ {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜs rival groups 

ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘƭȅ ōǊŜŀƪ ǘƘŜƳ ǳǇΦ 

 

άDƛǊƭǎέ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ŎƛǘŜŘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΦ Boys and young men justify the use of 

violence in response to perceived advances on άǘƘŜƛǊέ women, reflecting widespread patriarchal and 

hypermasculine norms. If a teenage girl from Araba wa Nus has a relationship with a gang-affiliated boy 

from Ashr, the Araba wa Nus group is likely to go after the Ashr group as they see the relationship as a 

provocation.17 A former gang member from Maadi explained that it was common for conflicts to break 

out when gang members uploaded pictures of themselves with girls from rival territory on social media. 

¢ƘŜ ǊƛǾŀƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŦŜƭǘ άǇǊƻǾƻƪŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎέ ƛƴ ǊŜǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴΦ18 When relationships end 

 
17 Interview with a pastor/school director, Hay el Ashr and Araba wa Nus. 
18 Interview with a former gang member, Maadi. 

Hay el Ashr neighborhood in Cairo. Image from Google maps 












































































